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To the Editor:

Your June 5, 2002 editorial, D&More Hot Air on K~yoto,0J8 is an
interesting combination of fact and fiction. YouLJre on solid ground in
your discussion of some of the reasons that the Adminlistration ~opposes the
Kyoto Protocol; our po~licy has been clear and consistent". The U.S, will
niot ratify the Kyoto Protocol because its targets; are arbitrary and niot
based on sound science, because it would have A deva~staing oeffect on the
Amierican economy, and because it requires no action from the vast majority
of the worldLJ~s nations.

But you slip into the realm of fiction when you attempts to drive
a wedge bpetween EPA and the rest of the administration on climate policy.
On~P cimnate change, there is only' one Adminisatrat ion po Ii~y; which reeivied

teunanimous support of thO'presOidentl,~s cabinet and senior advisors. Any
implication that there is a lack of unity on' thes issue wthin the
adm~hiitration, or A lack of steatdinss nth oicy, i's sZimply not true.
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The administrationD,s Climate Action Report as a whole does nothing
to undercut the president[J,s policy'. It highlights the significant
remaining uncertainties in the science of global climate change,
particularly regarding any future effects, and the need fo thoughtful
actions El) ~~including more than 67 ongoing programs detailed in the reporti0)
that will reduce emissions of greenhouse gases without jeopardizing
economic growth.

On February 14, 2002 President Bush announced his climate change
policy, noting that global climate chang Prentastofclegs
different'from those involved in cleaing up air pollution;, and that it~
r~equires a different strategy.~ He pointed out that the science isfar more
complexk, the answers less certain, and the technology les's developed. He
called for a Iflexiblewapproach that will promote and adjus to new
infortmation and new technology.~ And he announced that the U. S. Will c~ut
greenhouse gas intensity 0) the amount we eiait per unit of economic
activity 0l) by 18$ over, the next 10 years. This policy is appropriately~
calibrated to our state lof knowledge of climate change science, current
energy and sequestration technologies, and 'the need to preserve a Strong,
American economy.

Christie Whitman
Administrator
Environmental

Protection Agency
Washington

New York Times, June 10, 2002

Letters to the Editor:

Bush is Concerned About the Climate

To the Editor:

"U.S. Sees Problems in Climate Change" (front page, June 3) says that the
predictions of the U.S. Climate Action Report 2002 "lpresent a sharp
contrast to previous statements on climate change by the administration."

Actually, last year President Bush noted the rise in surface temperatures
and concentrations of greenhouse, gases, and said that "lgthe National
Academy of Sciences indicates that the increase is due in large part to
human actilvity." He also cautioned that significant scientific,
uncertainties remain, emphasizing that "the policy' challenge is to act in
a serious and sensible way., given the limits of our knowledge.",

The new report reinforces each of these points, discussin the
"considerable uncertainty"! about the science, natural variability of the
climate, and the fact that "definitive prediction of potential outcomes is
not yet feasible6."

President Bush's policies are appropriate to the current state of
climate-change science. By administering 67 programs to~ curb greenhouse

As emissions and investing $4.5 billion each year in research and
development, the administration is responsibly addressing this important
issue.
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JAM4ES L. CONNAUGHTON
Chairman, White 116use Council
on Envirjrunmntal- Quality
Washington,' June 7, 2002j

Message Sent

Ja~nes .R.Nahoneygnoaa. gov
Oibson .Tom~epaqgov
Kriegera. ackieeepa. ov

$argot .An44rsonehq. doe .gov
Robert .Caidhq~qdoe~gov
*hObenstgoce . uAda .gy
reUsnyderdafttate .gov

Scott . Aydenoaa. gov
watsOnhl~state .gov
Scott gcClellA'n/WHO/EOpBOEp
Charles D. McOr4th jr/OV /EOPOaEOp
Karen Y. Knutsond/OQ/EOp6EOP
'Canidida P. W~lff/OVP/EOP6EOp

William Ai Pizer/CEA/BOpGEOp

Richard H. RselOT/~(~
Kathie;L. Olsen/OSTP/EOP~EOP
Kameran L. BaileyfC$Q/EOP8BEO
Joel D. Kaplan/WHO/sOPOEOp
Joshua B. Bolten/WHO/EOPcOEOP
Xarl C. Rove/WHO/EOm3op
Glenn HubbatdfCEA/ EOPIEOF'
jobn A. Cloud/NSC/EOPa>SOp
Jay P. Lefkowtitt/OPDIEOp@EOp
Tevi Troy/OPD/EOPOEOP


